
Welcome to History
2019-2020  Syllabus

Teacher Information:
Mr. David Hayes
Classroom #36
School Phone Number: (775) 738-3375
Email: dhayes@ecsdnv.net
Also available during prep period 2nd (8:49-9:33),
before school (7:00-7:40), after school (2:30-3:00),
or by appointment.
Course Description: This course is designed to trace the political, social, economic and religious history of the United States from
the arrival of the first Americans by way of the land bridge, to the end of the Civil War and Reconstruction. The course will be
presented to show cause and effect of the actions of individuals, nations and events on the creation of historical events. In addition,
this course will help to build a background knowledge of concepts and historical events that students will later use in their U.S.
History in the 10th grade. The relationship between historical events and current events will also be drawn out whenever possible. It is
important for the student to not only know about the world around him but also the state in which he lives. A unit on Nevada History
is also included in this course.

Course Objectives:
I.  Significant American Cultures and Civilizations prior to European Settlement.

A. Mayans
B. Aztecs
C. Incas
D. North American Bands: Eastern Woodland, Plains, Southwestern Great Basin and Northwestern Coastal groups.

II. Roles of European, Native American and African cultures during settlement and colonization of the Americas.
A. Explore Native American tribal political policies, including governance and relations with incoming colonists.
B. Describe the rise of the trading culture or "mercantilism" in Europe and the drive to expand new trading empires and find

new resources.
C. Compare the colonial policies of the European nations in their conquest of the "New World" and their impact on native

cultures.
D. Understand how and why the various colonies in English North America developed politically, socially and economically.
E. Explore the slave trade that developed in the 15th and 16th century to supply colonies with labor.

III. The Road to Independence
A. Describe the conflicts that developed between France and England during this period culminating in the French and Indian

War and the effect they had on North America.
B. Describe the growing dissatisfaction English colonists had with England.
C. Identify the series of events that lead to open conflict between England and her North American colony.
D. Identify the key individuals that contributed to the revolutionary spirit.
E. Understand how America was able to win its independence from England.

IV. Forming a New Nation
A. Compare and strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.
B. Describe and understand the controversies and resources used in the creation of the United States Constitution.
C. Review and understand the basic concepts in the Constitution; particularly the Bill of Rights.
D. Show through the administrations of Washington, Adams and Jefferson, the emergence of the federal government.
E. Relate the debate over the Louisiana Purchase the addition of new states to the union and the governments control over new

land.
F. Know the significance of the Second War for Independence (War of 1812) and the impact it had on America's self image.

The district curriculum for this course is located at: http://www.ecsdnv.net/curriculum-guides-secondary-social-studies

mailto:dhayes@ecsdnv.net
http://www.ecsdnv.net/curriculum-guides-secondary-social-studies


The Nevada State Standards for this course are located at:
http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/nde.doe.nv.gov/content/Standards_Instructional_Support/Nevada_Academic_Standards/Social_
Studies/2017NVACSforSocialStudiesADA.pdf

Textbook and other resources:
Textbook: America’s Past and Promise – this will be a class set of books, so all work will be done in class.  No books will go

home.   I am happy to make copies of a chapter, for prolonged absences or other circumstances that may arise.  Otherwise, students are
expected to come in and make up reading and assignments. On rare occasions, students will have work to complete at home,
including studying for quizzes.

If this becomes an issue, I have another text book I can switch to.  It is The American Journey.  If I switch to this book then homework
will be more common for my class.

Grading Policy: Students will accumulate points throughout the semester.  Points will come from the following categories, and will
be based on the following percentages:

● Summative Assessments (Test/Projects/Presentations): 70%
● Formative Assessments (Homework/Daily Work/Practice): 30%

Grade Scale is the Standard District wide mark set:
o A 90-100%
o B 80-89%
o C 70-79%
o D 60-69%
o F Less than 60%

● Absences may result in the reduction of the student’s grade due to work not being made-up or failure to participate in class
activities.  Please refer to the Adobe Middle School’s Attendance Policy in the student handbook.

o Make-up work- It is the responsibility of the student to make-up work missed due to the absences, pre-arranged
absences, and school activities such as concerts, field trips, etc.

o School policy: Students will have two days for every day they are absent to make up their work. Assignments will
be scored as incomplete “I” until the work has been made up.  Failure to make up work will result in a zero

Summative Assignment Retake Policy: Retakes will be scheduled by appointment with the student’s teacher, either before school,
after school, or at lunch.

In order to retake a test, a student must:
*Must complete a remediation assignment as prescribed by the teacher.  (For his/her 1st attempt and/or ensuing attempts.)
*Must make an appointment with the teacher.
*If a student misses two scheduled appointments, he/she will lose the opportunity to retake the test.

Assignments
*These will be done in class most of the time.
* Geography sheets/ Study Guides
*Section and chapter question sets
*Written questions and possible research
*10% summaries as per the Collins writing system

Progress Reports and Report Cards:
Students and parents are expected to use their access to PowerSchool to check on their progress.

Materials: Tools of the Trade
● Pencil or Pen (please have a colored pen for geography labeling – any color will do except black or gray)
● Lined paper

http://www.elko.k12.nv.us/pages/curriculum_guides.html%20%20
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*********************************************************************************************

How to Succeed in Mr. Hayes’s Class: Anytime during class that you need help, please ask.  I will be available before school
from 7:00-7:40, during advisory, or after school from 2:30-3:00.

1. Participate in class.
2. Always try to the best of your ability.
3. Turn in every assignment when it is due.
4. Ask questions and participate in class discussion and activities.
5. Make-up all missing assignments, if absent.  This is your responsibility!
6. Come to class with the tools to do the job, i.e. appropriate writing utensil, paper, and any handouts.

Start off on the right foot in this class.  Try, think, and question so you will have success.

Remember: You get the results equal to your effort.

Thank You!

******IMPORTANT******
Find a place to keep this sheet so you will have it every day in class.

Thank You! ☺

Please sign and return the attached sheet.
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